
Art: Year 2 Painting 

Key knowledge 

Colour mixing 

  

  

  

  

  

   

Use colour to represent a place, person or show 
mood.  

Brush strokes: Can you use a wide brush to paint 
a background? Can you show detail using a      
particular size brush? Investigate making marks 
with various size brushes.  

Being able to add effect using various brush 
strokes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use different resources to create effect, sponges, 
brushes, rollers etc.. 

Key Vocabulary 

Palette: a thin board or slab where an artist lays 
and mixes colours.  

Brush stroke: a mark made by a paintbrush drawn 
across a surface.  

Materials: what is used to create the work and 
the way it was put together.  

Medium: refers to the materials that are used to 
create a work of art. 

Collaborative work: One joint piece of work 
made out of individual pieces of work. 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Lots of individual leaves put together to create 

one, big, jungle landscape. 

 

Artist - Cassie Stephens 

 Place of birth: Tennesse, America 
 Occupation: An Art Teacher 
 Did you know: Cassie likes to make 

her own clothes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NC Objectives 

 Represent things observed,              

remembered or imagined using       

colour/tools. 

 about the work of a range of artists, 

craft makers and designers, describing 

the differences and similarities        

between different practices and      

disciplines, and making links to their 

own work.  



Art: Year 2 Textile Collage 

Key knowledge 

 

A textile collage is built up by adding materials or 

items to create a picture. 

You can use any item or material you like if it rep-

resents the colour or the object . 

Use different resources to create effect, shells, 

Lego, old rags or scraps of material. 

Key Vocabulary 

 

Collage: A piece of art made by sticking various   

different materials to a backing to create an image. 

Textile: A type of material that is woven.  

Natural material: Material that is grown or          

produced by nature or natural occurrences - wood, 

wool, shells, sand. 

Man-made Material: Material made by man -    

plastic, nylon. 

Remember: There are many man-made substances 

that we use everyday. If we change something from 

its natural form, it becomes man-made: 

Wood (natural) being made into paper (man-made).  

Oil (natural) being made into nylon (man-made).  

  

Artist - Nita Leland 

 

 Born: 24 June 1933. 

 Place of birth: Ohio, United States. 

 Did you know: Nita teaches art    

workshops in America and Canada and 

writes books about art. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sea Shapes by Nita Leland 

NC Objectives 

 to make textured collages from a variety 

of media and by folding, crumpling and 

tearing  materials.  

 develop techniques to join fabrics and 

apply decorations such as a running or 

over stitch.  



Computing: Year 2 Computer Art 

Key Vocabulary 

Fill: to put a colour inside an area or shape. 

Edit: to change something that has already 

been made. 

Rotate: to turn something around a point. 

Resize: to change the size of something. 

Shade: a type of colour that can be dark or 

light. 

Retrieve: to bring back or restore something. 

Duplicate: to copy something. 

Toolbar 
Fill tool Line tool 

Brush tool - changes 

what you are     

drawing with 
Colour 1 - changes 

the colour you will 

draw or fill with 

Size tool - changes 

the size of any lines 

Colour tool - lets you 

choose extra colours or 

change the shade of a 

colour 

Shape tools 

You can alter the size, fill colour and line colour of shapes. 

Edit colours-lets you 

choose from many 

shades across the 

colour spectrum 

NC Objectives 

 use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital content. 

 recognise common uses of information technology beyond school. 
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 Computer programs such as Windows Paint can be used to manipulate or create pic-

tures. 

 The toolbar allows you to use different tools to draw with. 

 Different tools on a toolbar can be used to achieve specific effects. 

 You can alter the formatting of a tool to change the size or colour. 

 Work can be saved and retrieved to continue working on another time.  



D&T: Year 2 Bridges 

Support: to hold up or bear the 

weight of something. 

Stable: if something is stable it is 

not likely to fall over or collapse. 

K
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Strengthen: to make a structure 

stronger. 

Abutments: the supporting pillars 

used in arch bridges. 

Joining techniques: how one part or 

structure is joined to another. 

Base: the bottom of a structure. 
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 Structures are things that are built for a purpose - it could be large (building or bridge) or it could be small 

(table or chair). 

 Freestanding structures are able to stand up without being  attached to anything else. 

 Freestanding structures need to support their own weight and also the weight of things/people using them. 

 Bridges are used to cross large open spaces such as rivers, lakes or roads. 

 Structures that are taller become more unstable, so to make it more stable you can widen the base of a 

structure. 

Ways to strengthen paper 

Paper rolls Folding back and forth 

(accordian fold) 

Folding into a rectangle 

shape 

Cantilever bridge 

Beam bridge 

Arch bridge 

Suspension bridge 

Folding into triangle 

shapes  

NC Objectives 

 To be able to build structures,         

exploring how they can be made 

stronger, stiffer and more stable. 

 To select from and use a wide range 

of materials and components,          

including construction materials,    

textiles and ingredients, according to 

their characteristics. 



Geography: Year 2 Continents and Oceans 

Key facts & Knowledge 

The world is made up of many countries. The countries can be grouped into 

continents. 

The large amounts of water between each continent are called oceans. 

Some of the continents are joined by land. Others are separated by oceans. 

Human features are made by people. 

Physical features are created by nature. 

Place names Geographical terms and 

processes 

Locational terms 

Australia 

Brazil 

China 

Egypt 

France 

India 

Spain 

United States of America 

atlas 

continent 

globe 

human 

ocean 

physical 

  

east 

hemisphere 

north 

south 

South Pole 

west 

Key Vocabulary 

continent: a very large area of land. 

hemisphere: half of the globe. 

ocean: a huge area of salty water. 

NC Objectives 

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans. 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the continents and oceans. 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  key physical features, includ-

ing: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill. mountains, sea, ocean, river, soil. valley, 

vegetation, season and weather. 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  key human features, including: 

city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop. 
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Diary: A book that people write in 
about their lives in. 

London: The capital city of England. 

Fire break: A gap that stops a fire 
spreading to nearby buildings.  

St Paul’s Cathedral:  A very large church in  
London. A new St Paul’s Cathedral was built after 
the fire.  

Bakery: A place that makes bread, 
cakes etc.  

Tower of London: A historic castle in London 
that has been used as a prison and guards the 
crown jewels. 
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 The Great Fire of London started on Sunday 2nd September 1666 in 
Thomas Farriner’s bakery on Pudding Lane.  

 In 1666, the buildings in London were made of wood and straw and 
they were very close together, making it easy for the flames to spread. 
It had also been a dry summer, so the buildings were dry. Strong winds 
were blowing, which helped the flames to spread.  

 People used leather buckets and water squirts to try to put the fire 
out, but these did not work. Later in the week, King Charles II ordered 
buildings to be pulled down to stop the flames from spreading.  

History: Year 2 Great Fire of London  

King Charles II  Samuel Pepys  

Monday 3rd September 1666 The 

fire gets very close to the Tower of 

London.  

Sunday 2nd September 1666 The 

fire starts at 1 a.m. Samuel Pepys 

starts to write about the fire in 

his diary. 

Tuesday 4th September 1666 

St Paul’s Cathedral is destroyed 

by the fire.  

Thursday 6th September 

1666 The fire is finally put 

out. Thousands of people 

are left homeless 

Wednesday 5th September 

1666 The wind dies down and 

the fire spreads more slowly.  

Timeline of events  

Key People  

Causes of the Fire 
 Weather– it was a hot summer and the wind was strong.  
 Fire service - there was no fire service.  The river Thames 

was low after a long hot summer.  
 Buildings– they were made of wood and they were built too 

close together.  
 Firebreaks– did not happen fast enough.  

Effects of the fire 

 Over 13,000 houses and 87 churches were   

destroyed. 70,000-100,000 people were 

homeless.  

 Sir Christopher Wren drew up plans for a new 

London, using   wider streets, but many     

people rebuilt their houses before this could 

happen. He did rebuild St Paul’s Cathedral.  

 New buildings had  to be made out of stone or 

brick.  

NC Objectives 

 To understand events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. 



Music: Year 2 Hands, Feet, Heart 
Key Knowledge 

 

 

Song: Hands, feet, heart. 

Artist: Joanna Mangona. 

Musical Genre: South African/Afropop. 

 

About Afropop: 

Afropop describes music that combines African 

music styles with elements of Western popular 

music. It usually has a strong dance beat and some 

songs use call and  

response. 

 

About the artist: 

Joanna Mangona is the head of learning at Cha-

ranga. She writes pieces of music in different styles 

for children to sing and play along to. 

 

Treble clef 
G A G C 

Key vocabulary 

 

Pulse - the regular heartbeat of music, its steady beat. 

Rhythm - the long and short sounds or patterns that  

happen over the pulse. 

Tempo - the speed of the music, fast or slow or in-

between. 

Call and response - when someone sings or plays a  

single part, then the rest of the performers sing or play a 

different part to respond. 

Pitch - high and low sounds. 

Instruments 

Tuned: 

  Xylophone                          Glockenspiel 

beaters 

 

Untuned: 

Maracas 

Tambourines 

Cow bell 

Claves 

Gong 

NC objectives: 

 You will use your voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 

           rhymes. 

 You will play tuned and un-tuned instruments musically. 

 You will listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and  

           recorded music. 

Triangle 

Wood block 

Bongo  

Giro 

Cabasa 

Crotchet Note names and notation 



Music: Year 2 Ho, Ho, Ho 
Key Knowledge 

 

 

Song: Ho, ho, ho. 

Artist: Joanna Mangona and Jane Sebba. 

Musical Genre: Rap. 

 

About Rap music: 

Rap music became popular in the late 1970s and 

is known for a recurring beat and fast spoken 

vocals. It is closely related to hip-hop music and 

often deals with  

difficult issues. 

Famous rappers include: 

Drake, Jay-Z and Eminem. 

Treble clef 
G A 

G 

Key vocabulary 

 

Pulse - the regular heartbeat of music, its steady 

beat. 

Rhythm - the long and short sounds or patterns 

that happen over the pulse. 

Tempo - the speed of the music, fast or slow or in-

between. 

Pitch - high and low sounds. 

Improvise - to make up a tune and play it on the 

spot. 

Compose - to create and develop musical ideas. 

Instruments 

Tuned: 

          Xylophone                           Glockenspiel 

     beaters 

 

Untuned: 

Maracas 

Tambourines 

Cow bell 

Claves 

Gong 

NC objectives: 

 You will use your voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 

          rhymes. 

 You will play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 

 You will listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and  

           recorded music. 

Triangle 

Wood block 

Bongo  

Giro 

Cabasa 

Crotchet 

G B G B 
A 

Crotchet 

Note names and notation 
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Unique means the only one of it’s kind. Talents and skills are special abilities or things we have learn to 
be good at, such as playing an instrument or speaking French.  

Differences are what make us different to other people, such as our likes, 
dislikes and even our fingerprints. 

Appearance is the way someone looks including their hair colour, 
height and the way they choose to dress. 

Similarities are what makes us the same as other people such as eye       
colour, school you go to and being a girl or boy. 

When someone believes in something, like a religion or who they 
think the best football team are, this is called a belief. 
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 The world is more interesting when there is difference. 

 We can learn from people who have different experiences, knowledge, skills and talents. 

 If we were all the same then we would be competing for the same things. 

 Opposite personalities can be complimenting. For example an outgoing person might encourage     
someone who is shy. A person who is thoughtful might give good advice to someone who is excitable 
and tends to rush into things. 

 People can have different roles in the classroom and in the world. We need a community in which we 
have a range of skills and talents for all the important jobs that support us.  

 Developing talents and skills takes time. By identifying what we are good at we can each focus on        
improving our skills.  

PSHE: Year 2 I Am Unique. 

Different  

appearances 

Different talents, skills and hobbies 

Comparing fruit 

Similarities: Both fruit, green stems, round 

Differences: Colour, name and taste 

NC Objectives 

 To think about themselves, learn from their experiences and recognise what they are good at. 

 To identify and respect the differences and similarities between people. 

 To feel positive about themselves (for example, by having their achievements recognised and by being given positive feedback about themselves). 

 To learn the ways in which they are all unique; understand that there has never been and will never be another ‘them’. 



Key V
o

cab
u

lary  

A bystander is someone who watches something happening but does not 

take part or do anything to stop what is happening. 

An intervention is when someone takes action (intervenes) in an 

event to stop what is happening or help in some way. 

Bullying is repeated behaviour that aims to hurt someone physically or 

emotionally. 

When you care about someone’s welfare, you care about their health 

and happiness. 

Teasing is making fun of someone or ‘winding them up’. You can be supportive to others by helping them and caring about 

their feelings. 
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 We all have a responsibility to do something when we see or know about something 
bad happening close to us. 

 A bystander’s actions can make a situation better or worse—you should never say or do 
unkind things back as this can cause more harm and get you in trouble. 

 Cheering someone up, reminding others to speak nicely to each other or inviting    
someone to join in can be really helpful. 

 Offering help or encouragement can help people when they are finding something     
difficult. 

 Finding an adult to help calm a situation down is a sensible choice. 

PSHE: Year 2 Looking Out For Others. 

Bystander intervention poster A helpful, active bystander stopping an argument between two people 

Unhelpful               

bystanders are 

people who do 

nothing to stop 

someone being 

hurt 

NC Objectives 

 To learn that people’s bodies and feelings can be hurt (including what makes them feel comfortable and uncomfortable). 

 To recognise when people are being unkind either to them or others, how to respond, who to tell and what to say. 

 To recognise different types of teasing and bullying, to understand that these are wrong and unacceptable. 

 To learn strategies to resist teasing or bullying, if they experience or witness it, whom to go to and how to get help. 
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Friendship is when people care for and trust each other. People feel excluded when they are left out or ignored. 

Needs are what has to be met for people to be happy, such as eating 

enough food and feeling cared for by friends and family. 

Loneliness is the feeling of being sad about being alone. 

Feelings are the emotions we feel in different situations. When two people are inseparable, they are hardly ever apart and 

usually together. 
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 You could make someone feel welcome by smiling, introducing yourself, asking them questions 
and inviting them to join your games at break time or sit beside you at lunchtime.  

  You can have as many friends as you want but you may feel closer to some friends. 

 Having a best friend can be nice but it is unkind to only play with each other if you are leaving 
others out. 

 You can be friends with people for lots of different reasons—you might like the same games, go 
to the same school, support the same team or just like each other’s personalities. 

 To be a good friend, you should try to include everyone in games or activities so that no one is 
ignored or feels left out. 

PSHE: Year 2 More Than One Friend 

A group of friends playing together 

These children are all 

included in a game and 

have more than one 

friend 

NC Objectives 

 To recognise, name and deal with their feelings in a positive way. 

 To realise that people and other living things have needs, and that they have responsibilities to meet them. 

 To recognise how their behaviour affects other people. 

 To know that families and friends should care for one another. 

 To develop relationships through work and play. 
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Makkah: Mecca – the most holy place in Islam. Justice: fairness. 

Prophet: a person who is believed to have been chosen 

by God to say the things God wants to say. 

Minaret: a tall thin tower which is part of a 

mosque. 

Dome: a round roof. Minbar: where the Imam delivers sermons. 

Imam: a Muslim religious leader. Revelation: a sign or explanation from God.  
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 Muslims believe that the world would not function without God. 

 A good leader sets a good example. 

 Jesus and Moses are other religious leaders.  

 The stories of the Prophet are very important in Islam. 

 Muhammad believed in fairness and justice for all. 

 The Muslim holy place is called the Mosque.  

 Muslims use prayer mats as a clean place, water for a clean body and 

face Makkah for prayer. 

 The outside of the Mosque has a Minaret and a dome.  

 The most important part of the Mosque is the hall where     people 

pray. 

 Muslims fast during Ramadan.   

 Eid is celebrated in many ways – e.g. giving cards, new clothes, 

Mehndi patterns. 

RE: Year 2 Who is a Muslim and what do they believe?   
Outcomes:    

 Re-tell a story from the life of the Prophet Muhammad and give reasons why they follow him. 

 Identify some of the ways a Muslim might describe God.   

 Recognise some objects used by Muslims.  

The Holy Qu’ran 

A Mosque 

A Muslim Praying 

The Minbar 

Dome Minaret 

Imam 



Science: Year 2 Uses of Everyday Materials 

NC Objectives 

 Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular 

uses. 

 Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. 
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 All objects are made of one or more materials that are chosen specifically 

because they have suitable properties for the task. 

 A material can be suitable for different purposes and an object can be 

made of different materials. 

 Objects made of some materials can be changed in shape by bending, 

stretching, squashing and twisting. 

 Some materials are used for more than one thing (metal can be used for 

coins, cans, cars and table legs; wood can be used for matches, floors and 

telegraph poles). 

Transparent: materials that 

can be seen through and 

that light can shine through. 

Opaque:  materials that cannot be 

seen through. 
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Absorbent: materials that Rigid: can’t be bent easily and may 

Waterproof: materials that 

do not let any water 

through or soak any up. 

Elastic: materials that can spring 

back when stretched. 

 

Flexible: materials that can 

be easily bent without 

Translucent: materials that light 

can pass through but can’t be seen 

Types of materials 














